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Real Estate
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QUICK TOUR
Year built: 2001
Size: | 870 square fees

Rooms: Three bedrooms, den, three
bathrooms, kitchen, dining/living room.
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newel post — as art on their plain white walls,

Beach house
casual comfort
goes downtown

STORY BY SUSAN Down [ Times Codonist / PHOTOS BY BAY SMITH

COULD BE snowing outside, vet
inside the compact James Bay
house owned by Bon Aird and Tom
Hoff summer would rein, As casual
as sand between your toes and as

A shelving onit was built with a
pointed top to resemble a litile beach
cabana. This view was taken from
beskde the soffa.

nelaned as weanng clamdi pents, their
ene-vear-odd house would be right m
homie on a Nantucket beach.

Cleesan sl light is wheat they were aim-
ing for, said Hoff, who wanted to main-
taan the summer beach cottage look after
they moved from Saltspring [sland las
vear. They paint all their walls white,
believing that the neviral colour high-
lights whatever they hang on the walls,
conferring on i instant anifact stabus.

1t's chear that the owners are good at
assemiling old castoff ilems and wming
them into art objects. Pieces of old stair-
case spindles, old wrought iron brackets
andl even old shutters from their last house
are displayed with reverence.

“We don't collect anvihing that
becomes expensive,” says Aird.

They are s0 clever at creating an
indoor ambience that the men have sold
the louse and are moving again, back o
Saltspring Izland, They plan to open a
new cottage decor store, called Howse-
boat, in Ganges in July.

Still they will be sorry o leave the
neighbourhood after only a year of set-
tling in. Created by Zebra Design, with
inerior design consulting by Sandy
Mygaard, the house is one of a pair boil
by local developer Rob Mickelberry o

part of a small-lot subdivision. Each
house is on o 33-foot-wide 1o, requiring
a long, narmow home,

neighbours were worried they
would look like cercal boxes on their
sidhess” said Mickelberry. Now their forms
and finishes il easily 1nto an obd neigh-
bourhood without being dishonest repli-
Cas.
T imiprove the traffic Aow inside, the
fromt door is bocared haltway down the

side of the building. “There's not a lot of

rosom taken up with hallways. There are
living spaces at both ends so vou can get
away (from each other),” sasd Aird.

The men boughi the Last spri
when Mii:kcib:grr_\lm wuf:e::hc dr_ﬁm;ﬁ
stage, carly enough so they could demand
their own finishes, but they showed great
restraind. They had leamed their lesson
aftér pouring money into their last house,
a 1916 farmbouse they ran as a bed and
breakiast on Saltspring Island,

Please see RESTRAINT, Page F2
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Tom Holf, left, and Ron Aird enjoy the comfort of a small, outdeor sitting room.
The little summer house provides old country charm in the heart of James Bay.




