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Dramatic design
on a narrow lot

By Susan Down
Times Colonise staff

How do you build a pew house on a
kot the width of & doublewide tmiler?
And how do you design it with contem-
porary Mlair while ensuring it wall fit
comforiably into its traditional Fairfield
i ghbourhood !

Rob and Janice Mickelberry solved
Uet delemia this year |:|_l|r building them-
selves a traffi that packs
a lot of stvle ino a Eﬁngllhl is ondy
15 feet wade (16 feet on the outside).
The: bt had been owned by ithe Crty of
Victoria and lefi vacant for yesrs,

Designed by Rus Collins of Zebra
Designitects, the building is the antithe-
s15 Of & conkie-Cutter miohile home.

“All the elements are quite radi-
tional,” sakd Rus. “But the edge wit is
the centre link. Rob challenged me 1o do
sommething quate different.™

Adds Rob, 1 dedn't want a long

fram a small home.

warmith of wood in the kitchen.
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facade, | wasn't comiortable with tha
look an all. Sowe did it in two houses
:::I npflnl it with a . ,.
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'Hn: result is i
house with multiple
personality —a
hipped roaf on omne
end und a gable on the
other. The only thing
cm‘ﬁadll'u'-.uﬂ is the
window trim.

'ﬁl:ﬂlibﬂmnl:

fior the stucco and two fior the siding, as
weell a2 other shades fos the trim and the

ﬂll.l.?]tﬂ skirting around the base.
Huating everything — stasrcase,
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Photographs by Debra Brash

Main photo: The entrance is set into the middle of the long house.
Below: The exterior is painted in bright colors for maximum impact

Bottom left: The cool, clean lines in the dining room give way to the




